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Attention: Bob Wasylyshen, Chief of Police 


Complaint by Criminal Trial Lawyers 
Association 


Please find enclosed a copy of page 1 and 
page 10 from the "Our Voice" Edition of 
September 2000, Volume 7, No. 9. 


The Criminal Trail Lawyers Association, 
pursuant to Section 43 of the Police Act, 
makes a public complaint based on what Mr. 
Mahar and Mr. Van Eck say in this publica- 
tion. The complaint is also that Criminal 
Code offences were committed. In particular, 
as follows: 


Ed Mahar 


According to Mr. Mahar, Constable Rick 
Abbott and Constable Grant Jongejan unlaw- 
fully detained Mr. Mahar and unlawtullv con 
fined him, in breach of Sectio f the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms and Section 
279 of the Criminal Code. They then assault- 
ed him with a weapon, violating Section 7 of 
the Charter and Section 267 of the Criminal 
Code. The incident ended with a threat to 
cause bodily harm, violating Section 7 of the 
Charter and Section 264.1 of the Criminal 
Code. 


In addition, although minor in. compari- 


son, these officers used obscene language in 
dealing with Mr. Mahar. 


According to Mr. Mahar, sometime during 
the summer of 2000, Constables Abbott and 
Jongejan stole his pail, squeegee, papers and 
badge. This is a violation of Section 8 of the 
Charter and Section 322 of the Criminal 
Code. 


Peter Van Eck 


According to Mr. Van Eck, Constable 
Abbott assaulted him with a weapon, caus- 
ing bodily harm, thereby violating Section 7 
of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms and 
Section 267(b) of the Criminal Code of 


Canada. This also constitutes violations of 
Section 85(1Va), (committing the indictable 
assault ana USING a Tirearm in the commis- 
sion of that offence) Section 87 and Section 
88 of the Criminal Code. 


About one week after the first incident, 
Constable Abbott unlawfully assaulted Mr. 
Van Eck. From the description it would 
appear that bodily harm was caused. This is a 
violation of Section 7 of the Charter and 
Section 266 and 267 of the Criminal Code. 
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It has been the experience of some of our 
members that persons who have made com- 
plaints about police misconduct in the past 
have also complained about the objectivity 
of the investigation into their complaints. For 
this and other reasons we ask that all contact 
with any witnesses and the complainants in 
this matter be audiotape recorded in their 
entirety so that there can be no question 
about what was said by either the investiga- 
tor or the complainant or the witness. If this 
is not done, and allegations of misconduct in 
the investigation arise later, we will take the 
position that an adverse inference should be 
drawn against the Edmonton Police Service 
for failing to audio record the conversations. 

ram sending a copy of this to the publish- 
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Yours truly, 


Thomas M. Engel Law Office 
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ELECTION 


“Most days you could never tell there is an election 
going on if you live down here. People aren’t interested. 
They know that no matter who gets in, things won't 
change much,” says Earle, a former cab driver, who now 
lives on a small disability pension because his eyes ‘went 
all screwy’. 


Earle is one of the many people in the inner city Our 
Voice talked to regarding the upcoming federal election. 
Most people we talked to told us they wouldn't vote and 
hurried away. Some people swore and were angered by 
our inquiry. 

More so than any other election in recent history, it 
seems to be a battle between two parties. The governing 
Liberals and the former grassroots Reform Party now 
called the Canadian Alliance. 


“If we end up with a two party system like they have 
in the states (U.S.), we'll end up with their problems. 
Basically they have two guys saying the same things and 
both of them don’t care much about the poor. | don’t 
even think they have a health-care system down there. 
This is what could happen here,” Earle says. 


Over at Operation Friendship, a drop-in for inner city 
seniors, the same concerns are being voiced. 


“My daddy used to vote for the New Democrats so | 
figure I'll vote for them, but I’m not sure if they'll win. | 
know that Chretien hasn’t done much for the people 
around here. And that Day fellow really nailed the seniors 
good here when he was an Alberta politician, so | can’t 
say | feel too good about him either,” says Sally 

“| quess most folks probably don’t 
beable. to. ie ne. differences between any. of. the p 

oy: 7 : 

This is a serious issue during this election campaign. 
With the Liberals and the Alliance eating more than 60% 
of the so called polled vote, what is the difference 
between them? 


“Both parties only seem to care about tax cuts for the 
rich,” says Brian, an Our Voice vendor. “It’s getting pretty 
difficult to tell them apart.” 


Albert, who was drinking a warm cup of coffee in an 
inner city drop-in had a lot to say about the upcoming 
election. 

“The Reform started out calling themselves a grass- 


roots party, and | thought they kind of were but not now, 
even though | wouldn’t have voted for them before, but 


Don’t Vote! It Only Encourages Them! 


re you tired of holding your nose, swallowing your 
pride, and voting for the least repulsive candidate 


every election? Tired of choosing from candidates 
that regurgitate whatever they were told at the last $500- 
a-plate corporate fundraiser? Tired of being told that 
your number one concern is tax cuts, when nobody you 
know really thinks so? Tired of watching as elected offi- 
cials give away and sell off the country to un-elected bod- 
ies like NAFTA and the WTO? Well so are we! Let's be 
realistic, Jean Chretien or Stockwell Day? That's not a 
choice, that’s a threat! 


So what is a politically active person to do with such 
unpalatable choices on the ballot? When you stride into 
that polling station on the 27th, bring some ingredients, 
some imagination, a healthy appetite, and make a per- 
sonal protest kitchen out of those little cardboard parti- 
tions. Turn that unpalatable list of "choices" into a culi- 
nary masterpiece, then walk on up to the polling official, 
open wide and eat your ballot! 


the traffic is backed up for miles. Someone gets out of his car to stare ahead with a hand shielding his eyes from the sun the way the sailors once did sighting land, only 


THE RIGHT-WING TANGO 


now they are worse than any party has ever been as far 
as cozying up to the big and rich goes. What was it, not a 
couple weeks ago they raised the most money in one 
night than any other party in history...charging $20 000 
a table. Jesus Christ. And now they are trying to sound 
like the Liberals, talking about a decent health-care sys- 
tem. They’re a bunch of liars. Stockwell Day doesn’t care 
about health-care. Neither do the Liberals. They cut 
health-care to the bone. 
And the Liberals are trying 
to race the Alliance to cut 
taxes. They’re a bunch of 
liars. Day talked about cut- 
ting taxes here in Alberta. It 
hasn’t happened yet, only 
for the rich when he cut out 
that tax on people who 
made more than a hundred 
thousand. They’re the same 
goddamned thing if you ask 
me. Where is that rhino 
party when you need 
them?” 


Sue Olsen, Liberal 
Candidate for Edmonton 
Centre East, sees many dif- 
ferences between the 
Liberals and the Canadian 
Alliance. 


“The Alliance is all about 
the bottom line. They only 
care about tax cuts, debt 
reduction and decentraliza- 
tion. This is all at the cost of 
social programs, she says. 

have nothing ommon with the Alliance. | be 
in a society that cares for everyone and protects the pub- 
lic..the Alliance believes that if you are poor, that is your 
lot in life so deal with it.” 

Albert would appear to disagree. “No matter which 
government gets in, it seems nothing good happens. | 
suppose for lots of people they feel comfortable and life 
has granted them their jewels, but a lot of us get left out 
and there has been all kinds of different governments 
across the country and the problems still get worse no 
matter which party we try.” 


One of Olsen's opponents in Centre East is former 
New Democrat Provincial leader Ray Martin and he see’s 
very little difference between what he calls, “the two con- 
servative parties.” 


This election will be annoyingly typical. The differ- 
ences in platforms between the political parties are rela- 
tively superficial. They will set an agenda that reinforces 
the current power structure, while the broader issues of 
how we live will never be addressed. It doesn't matter 
who you vote for, the government always gets in -- the 
government being big business, and those who can 
afford to fund political parties or hire lobbyists. The elect- 
ed party is just the changeable mask on the face of cor- 
porate power. 


Voting in this election is not only useless, it actually 
undermines democracy by giving legitimacy to prevailing 
power structures which are inherently undemocratic. 
Don't be guilt-tripped into voting for the least offensive 
party or voting strategically to keep the worst candidate 
out. Don’t sit at home and protest silently with the other 
third of Canadians who are alienated from this farce, 
while "experts" talk about how lazy people who don’t 
vote are. Go to the polling station and make it clear you 
oppose this system. Respond to the absurdity of national 
politics by being absurd. Don’t let another election go 


*You've come a long way bahy!” 
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“We're going to end up with what we have in the U.S. 
Tweedle Dee and Tweedle Dum. The Liberals and the 
Alliance are talking the same game. Tax cuts tax cuts tax 
cuts. The Liberals just gave a great big one to the rich... 
with a 33% reduction in the capital gains tax. There are 
more important things than tax cuts. There is health-care 
which neither the Liberals nor the Alliance are committed 
to. What happened to our National daycare program, 
what happed to our national home- 
care program and our national pre- 
scription drug program? Fortunately 
Canadians still have a choice...we need 
to believe we can win.” 


Many people we talked to however 
feel the New Democrats have a long 
way to go in order to topple the two 
“right wing” parties. 
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“| voted for them in the last provin- 
cial election, but | don’t know if they'll 
get in this time federally. They usually 
seem to care more about the poor, but 
since the poor don’t vote very much it 
doesn’t help them. I’m not sure who 
I'll vote for,” Earl says. 


Current Edmonton Centre East M.P. 
and Alliance candidate Peter Goldring, 
say he encourages the poor to vote 
and he believes his party is the best 
thing for the poor. 


“We're the only party talking about 
Suwa. | affordable housing in this country. 

min“ | Nothing has been happening federal- 
ly,” he says 


\t’s unfortunate (that people have 


ference) because there are real differences. The Liberals 


have been nudging around tax decreases but we are 
offering real tax decreases.” 


Goldring did say that there is little difference between 
the two parties when it comes to health-care. 


“So if you held a gun to my head and told me | had to 
vote, who would would | vote for? Well not the Alliance 
because they only care about getting rich and helping 
the rich. We’d have more homeless per capita than the 
United States would and we'd have no good health-care. 
The Liberals are in now and will probably win, but | 
wouldn’t vote for them either. The (New) 
Democrats...hmmm, it’s hard to know much about them 
and the Conservatives sure ain’t gonna win. You know | 
just might let you pull the trigger.” 


by without engaging an honest debate about how we as 
citizens can participate in building a legitimate democra- 
cy in our communities. 


Voting is really an insignificant act compared to the 
greater goal of creating-authentic democracy. We need to 
participate in forging real communities through everyday 
acts of resistance and community building. We need to 
bring democracy to our economic system, not just our 
political system. We need to start discussing and trying 
alternatives that will change the way power in this county 
operates. A vote every few years to decide which person 
from a list of the elite is going to rule is not democracy. 


It is true that voting should not be taken lightly or for 
granted, but the struggle for democracy should not end 
once we are given the vote. Democracy means participa- 
tion on the part of citizens and communities everyday, 
not just once every four years. So join the Edible Ballot 
Society, be outrageous, and when someone asks you why 
you just made a ballot flambé with a coconut glaze, tell 
them why. 


Letters 


to the 


Edito; 


Dear Chief Wasylyshen: 


| am writing to express dismay concerning allegations of 
police brutality involving Constables Rick Abbot and 
Grant Jongejan, raised in an article in the September issue 
of Our Voice, p. 8. 


The substance of the allegations is that these two con- 
stables have, on at least two occasions, forcibly detained, 
verbally abused, and repeatedly clubbed, kicked, and/or 
punched unresisting homeless men, namely Ed Mahar 
and Peter Van Eck, without any provocation, let alone 
legal justification; rather, the constables were allegedly 
trying to drive homeless people such as Mahar and Van 
Eck out of the Jasper Avenue area, where they of course- 
have every legal right to be. 


In a subsequent interview with an Our Voice reporter, 
Constable Jongejan's account of the incidents was noth- 
ing short of incoherent. On the one hand, he glibly 
denied that any such incident had occurred. But on the 
other hand, he acknowledged that he and other police 
officers "closely monitor" (yeah, we know what that 
means) homeless people such as Mahar and Van Eck, as 
part of "pro-active policing." In other words, | didn't do 
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anything, but | did it in the line of duty, 


Equally troubling was the unconcerned response of 
the constables’ superior, Sergeant Neil Dubord, to these 
allegations. Dubord allegedly misinformed Our Voicé 
Abbot could not be reached for comment: and under the 
circumstances, it is difficult to vie mistake" as an) 
thing other than a deliberate obstruction of public scruti- 
ny into these incidents. Dubord did not offer to question 
Abbott or Jongejan, or undertake any sort of investiga- 
tion. Rather, he placed the entire burden on the victims, 
Mahar and Van Eck, to come forward with a complaint -- 
with the implication that Dubord has no responsibility to 
inquire further unless a formal complaint were filed. 
Now let's just imagine an equivalent scenario: a gang of 
extortionists have been beating up the residents of some 
neighbourhood, but the residents are too thoroughly 
intimidated to come forward to complain to the police. 
What would we think of a police sergeant who shrugs his 
shoulders and says he can't lift a finger to investigate or 
intervene until a formal complaint is filed? We would con- 
clude that he is complicit in the gang's racket. It is hard 
to resist a similar conclusion concerning Dubord's com- 
plicity in (or, more plausibly, direction of) his subordi- 
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nates’ alleged operation to drive the homeless off Jasper 
Ave. Dubord's callous disregard of the allegations is 
summed up in his dismissive suggestion that the lawful- 
ness of this alleged use of force was merely "a matter of 
perception." 


As a resident and taxpayer of Edmonton, | demand to 
know what action you have taken, or intend to take, 
regarding these allegations of systematic criminal assault 
by members of the Edmonton Police Service. | want you 
to know that | and other members of the public do not 
turn a blind eye to police lawlessness, even when it is tar- 
geted against relatively powerless and unpopular groups 
such as the homeless. Police who engage in unprovoked 
assault must be dismissed from the EPS, and criminally 
prosecuted; and other officers must be given a clear mes- 
sage that disregard for the civil rights of the homeless will 
not be tolerated. If you fail to take prompt action, be 
assured that | and others will make it a major public issue. 


| am cc'ing a copy of this letter to the Mayor and my 
City Councillors. 


Sincerely, 


Robert Kirchner, Ph.D. 
Linguistics Dept. 


Letters to the Editor can be mailed to: 


10527-97 Street, 
Edmonton, AB 


TH 2H6 
Email: ourvoice®bissellcentreorg 
Pax: (780) 497-7077 
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The Merry Christmas 


Issue 


Police Officers Risk Lives to Save Pedestrians 


At approximately 1:30 pm on Saturday, Oct. 14, 
the police officers attending the crosswalk at the 
Stadium ETS and the football field stopped a vehi- 
cle speeding north on Stadium Road. These two 
officers risked their lives by stepping in front of the 
vehicle and possibly stopped the vehicles driver 
from mowing down pedestrians crossing the street 
in the crosswalk. Neither of the officers wanted any 
credit for this heroic deed and claimed it was part 
of their job. 


| have spoken to many officers. They all state 
that the department is short staffed and under- 
funded. They agree that there may be a few beat 


cops using unauthorized force, but they 
are a small part of the force and an ongo- 
ing internal investigation will eventually 
weed these officers out. 


We must remember that these officers 
risk their lives on every shift dealing with 
the criminal element in our city. Thank 
you our friends for protecting us. 


Reg Taylor 


Getting Donnered & 


Blitzened 


Celebrating the whole 
ball of wax. 


Chasing reindeer and 


wrestling elves. 


Why the Poor Won't Yote 


ne night after work, | sat for a moment with an 
O« man. | asked him if he was looking forward 

to voting in the upcoming federal election. His 
response was biting and frank. 


"F**kin’ governments and f**kin’ politicians," he said. 


His name was John . He was sitting beside his brother 
on the benches in front of Bissell Centre, waiting for his 
brother to sleep off a day of drinking. John hadn't had a 
drink in five years. He was proud. 


"So why the anger toward 
the election?" | ask. 


"You're here all the time, 
you see what it’s like. People 
everywhere who have nothing 
and in some cases have only a 
hope to become dependent on 
some system so they won't 
starve or freeze to death, but 
me, I'd rather starve than be 
part of that bullshit." 


"| watch these politicians on 
T.V and they all say the same 
thing, only sometimes they use 
different words. All | hear is 
that they are trying to do 
what's best for people and that if we vote for them our 
lives will be better." 


"So why don’t you believe them?" | ask him. 


He pulls six pennies from his jacket pocket. Then he 
points to the south west where through the falling light 
of day we see hazy shadows of corporate towers beaming 
with bright logos. 


"It seems to me that no matter what | say or who | 


nother election campaign is underway. In a long 
ago social studies class | was taught that election 


candidates would be out sharing thoughtful pro- 
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vote for all I’m doing is making a 
contribution to the advancement 
of the rich people. Politicians take 
money from the rich in order to 
buy votes from people like me 
and then they get power. Then 
they spend all their time paying 
back the rich and ignoring the people who voted for 
them. | tell you these few coins | have will do nothing to 
help any politician care about me." 


In Canada we have more 
homeless people than we’ve 
ever had before. Estimates are 
around 250,000. Yet we hear 
often how great our economy 
is. So much for that theory. 


With the number of home- 
less people there are in 
Canada, our parliament real- 
ized the need to make it easier 
for homeless people to have a 
voice during the upcoming 
election. They made it easier 
for the homeless to vote, 
changing the rule that you 
have to have a permanent 
address in order to mark your X. Now if someone has 
stayed at a shelter and the shelter manager can identify 
them, they can be registered to vote. 


John doesn’t think it matters. 


"So they can vote easier, so what? Who the hell are 
they gonna vote for?" Homeless people are homeless 
because we don’t have money, because we don’t got 
jobs and we don’t got homes. And so many of us have 


ented to focus on those who have even more than they _ 


do and encouraged to strive for more themselves. 
And to never, ever look seriously at the lives of those 
who have less. 


If their gaze should stray in that direction, a second 
level of conditioning will cause them to see poverty in the 
context of acts of charity. Encouraged to feel sorry for 
those with limited financial resources, they will give a lit- 


posals about how to make our tle of their 
already great society an even more 3 surplus to 
fair and caring place to live. | doubt = ae help the poor. 
we'll see much of that going on. Cee nes OF Oust What must 

Instead, campaign strategists are ers taggin > og nama ae be avoided at 
pouring over daily polling results, R ; en S all costs is the 
deciding what issues make a differ- : wie Cone JR bab Tans S truth—that 


ence to voters. Then it’s a simple 
matter of saying something that 
can’t be picked apart by the media 
while at the same time sounding 
like it’s addressing the issue in just 
the way voters want. Ah, politics. 


If you have little money and no 
phone, chances are your opinion 
won't be measured by the polling 
firms. And if you do happen to be 
asked, chances are your concerns will be with day to day 
survival not the policies that surround your ability to sur- 
vive. 


It’s hard to grasp the huge gap between those with 
the most and those with the least in Canada. In 1973 
the spread between the average income of the richest ten 
percent of Canadians and the poorest was 21 times. By 
1996 it had grown to 314 times. The many Canadians 
with comfortable incomes are carefully insulated from 
real information and insight into the lives of the poorest 
Canadians. Subtle and skillful messages tell them how 
much they deserve everything they have. They are ori- 


where some drivers now escape in reverse. We're lucky the road spreads out before us like a clear runway, but we're not satisfied. It’s as if the odometer is stuck on the 


I'VE GOT ALL THE ANSWERS 
VOTE FOR ME 


economic 
poverty is 
NOT a chance 
circumstance, 
NOT the 
result of less 
capable peo- 
ple who don’t 
try hard 
enough, and 
NOT an 
inevitable human circumstance we may regret but will 
never eliminate. 


In fact, economic poverty is the necessary price some 
must pay in a culture that promotes greed as a positive 
value (although it may be called ambition or success, 
rather than greed). Economic poverty, preferably con- 
fined to largely out-of-sight corners of our communities, 
is this century’s version of the chains and trading blocks 
of eighteenth century slavery. 


Poverty is not just an unfortunate technicality in the 
free enterprise system. It is a vicious killer that should hor- 


been homeless for so long, we're so far behind. Most of 
the people | know out here who are homeless really don’t 
have a chance and | can’t see any politician really doing 
anything to give us a chance." 


John’s concerns made me think. When | got home that 
night | decided to read through the policies and plat- 
forms of all five main parties. The Liberals and the 
Alliance, who are the front running parties, did not refer 
to the homeless once that | could find. The Progressive 
Conservatives website wasn’t working and there was 
some discussion about homelessness buried in the New 
Democrat website. 


All we've heard about so far during this election cam- 
paign is tax cuts, paying down the debt and the party 
leaders attacking the Prime Minister while the Prime 
Minister defends himself. No one has mentioned poverty 
and no one has mentioned the homeless. 


This may be due to a lack of interest on behalf of peo- 
ple who normally vote or it could be because politicians 
are more interested in their own empowerment than 
dealing with a problem that is killing many of our fellow 
citizens. I'm sure it is a combination of the two. 


And as John says- "Why the hell would the poor spend 
any time supporting a politician when they feel like there 
is No politician who will spend time supporting the poor." 


Michael Walters 


rify us, not a juvenile misdemeanor. A Winnipeg study on 
life expectancy that divided people into five economic 
categories found the difference in life expectancy 
between the poorest and the richest groups of men to be 
more than 11 years. How can we justify people being 
robbed of years of life? Poverty kills and it’s time to face 
what that means for all of us 


Will any politician in this election have the guts to 
stand up and say it’s time to grow beyond greed? Will 
any candidate say "Most of us have much more than we 
need. It’s time to spread things around fairly"? Will either 
of the two guys insulting each other in their race to be 
prime minister dare to muse that maybe we should each 
contribute to the best of our abilities so Canada contin- 
ues to be a great nation, while being satisfied with receiv- 
ing only what we need for a modest and healthy life 
rather than always wanting more? Will any politician have 
the guts to live it? 


No, the pollsters will keep molding the election cam- 
paigns around the issues that will make us vote for their 
client. And the politicians will go cheerfully along, secure 
in the knowledge that there is little chance that anyone 
will ask for real solutions to poverty. 


But there is the seed of a revolutionary possibility... 
What if they notice more and more people were using a 
poverty filter to decide how to vote in this election? In 
the same way a camera filter fits in front of the lens and 
conditions all light that reaches the film, a poverty filter 
would test our positions on every campaign promise 
against a specific question: "How does this improve the 
possibility that our fellow citizens will not be left trapped 
in the misery that comes from economic poverty in a cul- 
ture where the dollar is almighty? 


Hmmm. | wonder... 


Jim Gurnett 
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Barbecuing the Sacred Cow 


Hello everybody, | 
would like to introduce 
a new feature of Our 
Voice. | will be looking 
at some of our favorite 
‘it goes without say- 
ing" concepts and say- 
ing something about 
them. For those who 
feel that a personal 
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icon or shibboleth has 
been attacked, no 
apologies, but, please, 
find me on a street 
corner and I'll happily 
debate with you. This 
column represents my 
personal opinion and 
not the opinions of 
Our Voice or the Bissell Centre. 


I’m expecting to have fun 
with this column, | hope you do to. 


How Communism finally came to Canada 


During the cold war the "Commies" were everyones 
favorite villain. American paranoia about the "evil empire" 


Angel of the Boulevard 


Like Mary Magdalene 
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Chamut met Jesus 
and her life changed. 
On April 20, 2000, 
in the washroom at 
Henwood Treatment 
} Centre, she gave her 
life to Him, saying, 
") "Please help me, | 
=| can’t handle this." At 
| the time, Norma had 
been a prostitute on 
the Stroll for more 
than twenty-five years using the money she made to feed 
her drug and alcohol addictions. 


Norma hit the street when she was just 12 years old. 
She had come home late from babysitting and her moth- 
er, believing she had been partying, beat her up, then 
kicked her out. On her own, she slept in laundry rooms 
and doorways. Starving and cold, she watched the girls 
working the street, and thought, "Look at the money 
they make." To survive, she started turning tricks. The 
older girls took her in and showed her the ropes. 


"| made two to three grand some days. In the early 
70s money was good. | worked on and off 24 hours a 
day." 

She started using street drugs to get high: pills, speed, 
MDA and acid. 


When she was 19, she met Claude, and the two lived 
off the avails of crime. They had a daughter, Louise. The 
relationship ended when he was arrested. He is now serv- 
ing a 23-year sentence in Bowden Penitentiary. 


Her next boyfriend, Paul, was. severely abusive. "I was 
being beaten every day, but was thinking | deserved this 
stuff. He beat me once nine days straight, but | refused 
to press charges." She said she had black eyes through- 
out their whole relationship. Paul took her to church and 
she liked going but Paul was extremely jealous. He even 
accused her of having an affair with the pastor. 
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permeated every aspect of our culture. Now, small "c 
communism permeates every aspect of Canadian life 
invisibly. The nation’s economy would grind to a halt if all 
those small "c" communists took even one day off all at 
once. 


I'm speaking of course of the voluntary sector. One of 
the premises of communism is that everyone contributes 
what they can to the system. Volunteers can do nothing 
else. They can only volunteer whatever time and 
resources they have to spare after taking care of responsi- 
bilities of home and work. This still amounts to 
literally thousands of man and woman hours 
of free labour. The other premise is that people 
will take what they need from the system. 
Thousands of families take food from food 
banks, clothing depots, counseling from help- 
ing agencies and a huge variety of events for 
the arts, sports and children from the system. 
Those who take and those who contribute are 
for the most part the same people, taking from 
one part of the system and contributing to 
another. This is what the dream of commu- 
nism was all about, not nuclear submarines 
and guided missiles. 


That dream is alive and well in Canada today in thou- 
sands of cells(The Broadbent Report counted 75 thou- 
sand groups and estimates there may be as many as 150 
thousand) across Canada. Of course we do not call them 
cells. We call them ladies aids, social agencies, little 
leagues, self help groups, art clubs, hospital auxilliaries, 


When Norma’s second daughter, Becky, was born, 
she stayed straight and sober to breastfeed the baby. 
Becky was six months old, when Paul phoned to say he 
was coming home to kill her. She fled with the baby to 
her dad's, then to.a safe house, and Paul was put in jail. 


in the Bible Norma yay ees man. Brian and moved in with 


him, thinking he « her from Paul. They had a 
son, and she was able to ile sieiaale until the baby was 
ten months old. Then Brian was sent to Drumheller 
Penitentiary, and she was left ‘with three kids and no old 
man." When she discovered she was pregnant, she had 


an abortion. 


"| couldn’t handle it. | had killed my kid. | started get- 
ting high again." Unable to care for her children, she 
gave her daughter Louise to her grandmother, and the 
two younger children went to live with their father. 
Norma hit the streets again, and got involved with 
another boyfriend, Roy. They were together for only two 
weeks when he shattered her face. 


ould prote 


"I've been operated on five times, and my face is still 
deformed." 


Even with her shattered face, 
Norma was working the street, 
the left half of her face covered by 
a bandage. On the stroll, she 
became known as ‘the girl with 
the shattered face’. 


Then she met Peter, who is 
now her husband, "! was just 
wired big time. You get raped so F 
much on the street. The only peo- 
ple | knew were dealers, tricks 
and addicts. | couldn't see my 
kids and | didn’t care." She 
weighed only 73 pounds, but still 
thought she looked "sexy". 


Peter kept checking up on her, 
and offered to help her. "He would give me money for 
food, and | would score." And he kept asking her to come 
to church with him, sometimes even dragging her with 
him even though she was high on drugs. 


After moving to the West End with Peter, Norma 
stopped working the street, but the drug use continued. 


Norma 


history clubs. They are a huge part of the Canadian econ- 
omy, 90 billion dollars and employ 1.3 million people. 
They have responsibility for all those people services from 
supporting the arts to sheltering the homeless that gov- 
ernment does not feel like dealing with anymore. They 
approach this challenge with a zeal and dedication that 
Marx would have admired and do it with a cost effective- 
ness no government could dream of matching. 


Without ideology, without dogma, for the most part 
without any political agenda at all the voluntary sector in 
Canada is so self effacing and so incredibly all pervasive 
that it can be called without any exaggeration at all a 
sleeping giant. The wonderful thing is that it is also 
untouchable. Can anyone imagine hauling in the local 
church quilting group to answer at a McCarthy style 
hearing? At the same time can anyone imagine if every 
volunteer group in Canada decided to change the politi- 
cal agenda of the country, would anything be able to 
stand in their way? 


Communication is always a problem for decentralized 
structures like Communism. Mass communication has 
always belonged to an elite group. It has always been 
hard for small groups to communicate with each other 
through this system. That is all changing. The wild west 
of the World Wide Web is the first mass communication 
system in the world that has been created and is owned 
by the masses. 


What will happen if the sleeping giant ever wakes up? 
Are government and business ready to deal with the 
examination of their "best practices" by people who live 
the concept of "from each according to their ability, to 
each according to their need"? We may yet find out. 


Theresa McBryan 


"In March, | fell big time. | started using 
Phenobarbital, Tylenol 4’s, Valium, cocaine, booze and 
pot. Peter was working in Fort McMurray. He came 
home and freaked out. | went into the bedroom and ate 
150 Phenobarbital, 40 Valiums and 20 dient 4's 4's. 


me ‘the hospital. she died four times When she Came” 


home, Peter phoned AADAC, and she is admitted to 
emma April 17, 2000. There, feeling so drug sick she 
couldn’t even sit up, Norma crawled into the bathroom 
and asked Jesus to help her. That was the beginning of 
her new life. 


"It was like a weight came off me. | have no cravings 
for drugs or desire for the street life-style. | know | have a 
mission in life." 


For Norma that mission includes taking in girls who 
are working the streets and helping them to kick the life- 
style. She walks up and down the streets talking to prosti- 
tutes who knew her when she was working the streets, 
and gives them her phone number and address. She tells 
them to call if they need help. To the prostitutes she is 
known as the "Angel of the Boulevard". 


"My heart is just too big to walk 
=] Past them. | tell the girls there is a 
me) better way and that’s Jesus Christ.” 


In the last month, Norma was 
able to help fifteen girls. She has 
strict house rules for those who stay 
with her. No drinking or drug use in 
the house, and definitely no turning 
tricks. 


Last July, Norma’s life was made 
complete when she married her 
boyfriend, Peter, in a church wed- 
ding put on by the Family Worship 
Centre. The couple now lives in a 
renovated house in Norwood. 


"This house was a coke house. It 
was completely trashed, but we renovated it ourselves." 


Norma laughs at how domesticated she has become. 
She even planted flowers. "Who would have ever thought 
I'd be out in a garden.” 


Linda Dumont 


nes, the, infernal ticking of the last digit won't stop. Gradually, the familiar skyline. looms ahead gently coated. with. the. smoggy. haze of dusk, in sharp contrast to.the 
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BRIAN 


| wouldn't waste my time 
voting for either Stockwell 
Day or Chretien. 
Stockwell said he’d have a 
free vote. Did we have a 
free vote on Bill 11? 


Photos: Natasha Laurence 


JANET 


| don’t feel like | can vote 
for anyone. They promise 
things they don’t deliver. 


JOSAF 


| don’t vote. | come from a 
Communist country. | am 
Canadian now, but | still 
don’t believe in it. 


Democracy is the art of running the 
circus from the monkey cage. 
H.L. Mencken 


| just hope Cretien doesn’t 
get in again. | don’t know 
if it’s his age, but he does- 
n‘t know what he’s talking 
about. He talk’s about 
§ health care being great. 
Obviously he’s not aware 
it’s a two tier system. 


5 | No use me voting. I’ve 
never voted once in my 
s| life. The native voice is 
never heard. We're in the 
minority. 


assortment of cars that have been picked to the bone and burned appearing periodically in the breakdown lane, like profane doodles in the margin of a Bible you just 


A Royal Pain in the BR 


from downtown, the inner city and northeast 

Edmonton. Staff members move quickly through 
the labyrinth of corridors. The efficient woman at the 
information desk directs visitors to their destinations. 
When people become bewildered by the maze of new 
glass and steel buildings that intersect 
with the older beige brick structure, a vol- 
unteer escorts them in the direction they 
need to go. 


Te: Royal Alexandra is a busy hospital. Patients arrive 


On a Friday afternoon, the emergency 
room is, if anything, busier than the rest 
of the hospital. At least half of the waiting 
room seats are filled. Three unrelated peo- 
ple, a child, a man and a woman have 
white patches taped over an eye. Off to 
one side, a man sits on a bed. Under a 
hospital sheet, his legs shake, as if he is 
very cold or in a great deal of pain. A 
young couple pace around the lobby tak- 
ing turns holding their baby, who lies 
limply with her arms spread across her 
parent’s chest. 


illusration: PF de Vos, jr. 


The room is permeated with a peculiar 
atmosphere. Patients alternate between 
stoicism and quiet agitation. Some nurses 
appear relaxed, almost bored. Others 
walk swiftly to unseen destinations. One 
nurse barks out the names of the next 
patients to be examined. Her abrupt 
demeanor changes to amiable compas- 
sion as she guides the patients to the 
examining room. 


In an institution the size and complexi- | 
ty of the Royal Alexandra, there exists the [i 
potential for adverse Incidents to OCCU, 
Several inner city residents claim to have 
had negative experiences with the Royal 
Alexandra Hospital. 


According to the wife of one inner city 
resident, her husband was left in a wheel- 
chair in the lobby where he had three 
seizures before being treated. This woman 
felt that her husband's condition was not 
taken seriously at the intake desk 
although once a doctor saw him, his care 
improved. 


In another case, a woman was having 
such severe arthritis pain in her leg that 
she was unable to walk. It was midnight 
and with no money for a taxi, she called 
an ambulance. She had to be carried into 
the hospital and was placed on a bed in 
the hallway. She was treated well by the 
nurses. However when the doctor 
approached her, he was rude, abrupt and 
would not listen to her. He then told her 
not to come back to the Royal Alexandra 
and not to use the ambulance system 
anymore. She had to call a friend to pick 
her up from the hospital and left without 
treatment. Since then, she has been pre- 
scribed Demerol for her arthritis pain. 


Another man has had several experi- 
ences with the hospital. In two cases he 
sought emergency care because of liver disease. One 
time he was vomiting repeatedly because of complica- 
tions caused by the illness. He went to the hospital with 
his wife who stated that she kept checking with the 
admitting nurse as to when he would be treated. Several 
times she was told "he’s next," until she was eventually 
told "Wwe detected alcohol on his breath, we’re not too 
concerned." According to this man, he had two beers 
with his dinner. In a second incident, he went to the 
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emergency room and was told his symptoms were not 
severe enough to require treatment. Two days later, he 
went back to the hospital, demanded treatment and was 
admitted for seven days. 


This man believes that "if there are alcohol or drugs in 
your life you get treated like a third class citizen" at the 


hospital. Although on other occasions he has received 
good and caring treatment at the hospital he feels this is 
a result of "lucking out and getting an empathetic nurse." 


In another incident, this man was in an accident which 
involved a head injury that resulted in a coma. He was 
being given Demerol for pain management. This was not 
working for him because, as he explained to the medical 
staff, he is a recovering addict and has a high drug toler- 


ance. (At the time he had been clean for several months). 
According to him, a staff member told him "you just 
want to get high; you’re a junkie." It took a day before a 
sympathetic nurse got his medication changed to a type 
that successfully managed his pain. 


None of these people wanted their names used as 
they rely upon the Royal Alexandra for 
much of their healthcare. Because of 
their experiences, they believe that 
identifying themselves may result in 
negative consequences when they next 
utilize the hospital. The Royal 
Alexandra communications depart- 
ment felt they were unable to com- 
ment on the details of these cases with- 
out knowing the names of the individ- 
uals involved. However, the hospital 
spokesperson stated that the Royal 
Alexandra is "dedicated to caring." 


Two nurses from the hospital spoke 
about their own experiences as care- 
givers and as patients. One of the nurs- 
es talked about an accident she was 
involved with in 1994. She and her 
father were in a car crash and they 
were both injured. At the time she was 
a student nurse but still had to wait six 
hours for treatment for her broken col- 
larbone. Her father injured his kidneys 
and the family had to demand a bed 
for him when he began to loose a 
great deal of blood. 


This nurse suggested that having to 
wait for treatment is the nature of the 
emergency department. It is a very 
stressful, busy ata the hospital. — 


Many of the its wh 


is avien 
emergency are frightened, in pain and 
demanding immediate care. Because of 
the atmosphere, it may often be diffi- 
cult for the staff to show a great deal of 


compassion. 
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This situation was made worse dur- 
ing the healthcare cutbacks. Both nurs- 
es did rotations in the emergency 
department as part of their student 
training. They both agreed that it takes 
a particular kind of person to work in 
an emergency room. During the cut- 
backs there were few nursing jobs 
available and hospital staff were some- 
times forced to go where the employ- 
ment was rather than being in a place 
where they enjoyed the work. This, 
combined with the stressful atmos- 
phere of some departments likely led 
to incidents that were not in the best 
interest of the patients. 


The other nurse has been affiliated 
with the Royal Alexandra for the last 
twenty years as a nurse and also as 
client. She pointed out that as long as 
she has been involved with the Royal 
Alexandra, some areas of the hospital 
have always run well and provide a 
calm, caring atmosphere for the patients. Other areas of 
the hospital are consistently busy and are sometimes 
unable to provide the type of care patients deserve. 


These nurses commented that patient perception of 
service, especially when the person is under stress, in pain 
or afraid, is an issue that the hospital must address. 


Rebecca Lippiatt-Long 


happen to pick up in a motel room, the ones that smudge if you try to erase them. Were we meant to travel at such speed? Is it only a sensation that things pass us by, 


90th year serving and empowering the com- 
munity. The following is a brief history of this 
agency. 


Bigs November, the Bissell Centre celebrates its 


1910 - Rev. William Henry Pike begins work for 
the Methodist Church among the 2500 Ukrainians 
living in Edmonton with All People’s Mission. 
Services, Sunday Schools and midweek groups 
were regularly held in homes on Fraser Flats and in 
the Norwood area. 


1912 - the All People’s Mission rented a store- 
front building at Kinistino Ave. (N.W. corner of 
96th St. and 103A Ave.) for a Sunday School and 
midweek groups, an office for "The Canadian", a 
weekly paper in Ukrainian, a reading room for 
many transients in the district, and for holding a 
Sunday Service in Ukrainian. 


1914 - 1918 - During this time, the Sunday 
evening service and other work at 602 Kinistino 
was discontinued. (The war probably had some- 
thing to do with it). It did not resume until 1919 
although work continued at the other Mission 
locations. 


1920 - A dilapidated building with an earthen 
floor which had been used as a blacksmith’s shop. 
was purchased and renovated for use by the 
Mission. It was named the McQueen Institute in 
honour of a long time pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church. In its first year of operation 
75 people were enrolled in the Sunday school, 85 
in the Evening Service and 50 in the Summer 
Vacation School. There was also a morning 
Kindergarten, boys and girls cubs, and mothers’ 
meetings. In july and August.’ Fres' P 
were run at Moonlight Bay on La e Wabamun. 

1925 - The United Church of Canada came into 
being and supported the inner city work of All 
Peoples Mission of the United Church of Canada. 


1928 - the work at the All Peoples’ Mission had 
expanded. At the three institutes (Beverly, 
McQueen and Buchanan), 513 children were 
enrolled in Sunday School, over 500 people 
attended worship services, regular visitations were 
made to 284 families representing 14 different 
nationalities 


1934 - Rev J. T. Stephens took over the work of 
All Peoples’ Mission from Rev Pike. 


1935 — T. E. Bissell bequeathed $150,000 to 
the Mission. The money was used to replace the 
McQueen Institute. The new building was opened 
on November 22 1936. It consisted of a chapel, a 
gymnasium, meeting rooms and space for welfare 
work. 


When Bissell Institute was completed, Goodwill 
Industries began. Women came in several days a 
week and sorted clothing. They also made hooked 
rugs and quilts and did some repair work on the 
garments. In return they were paid 5¢ per hour. 
The items were later sold or given away — the 
beginning of the Bissell Stores. 


During the war Red Cross work was added to 
the Goodwill Industries and regular parcels were 
sent overseas. Existing work with the Japanese 
community was extended to include people who 
had been sent from coastal B.C. This work contin- 
ued till the 1960's. 


In the 1950's, services included a clothing 
depot; two economy shops; a camp at Moonlight 
Bay; a half- ton truck used for collecting donations 
5 days a week; and a social service centre at the 
Mission which offered a variety of relief and welfare 


BISSELL CENTRE: THE HISTORY 


KINDERGARTEN- 1926 


services. The Mission had a staff of 13 people. 


In 1966 the Sunday services were discontinued 
because of a much-diminished congregation. The 
Mission’s concentration became mission work, par- 
ticularly with men. A Men’s House had opened at 
106A Ave and 96 St in 1962. It provided coun- } 
selling, a job clearing house and a drop-in centre 
for unemployed men. Overnight accommodation 
was also available 


In the 1970’s the work of the mission, now 
called Bissell Centre, included work with children 
in summer, mothers’ groups, Christmas dinners, 
New Year's family dinners, counsellling, clothing 
and household equipment distribution. Much of 
the work focused on the needs of Native people 
who had come to the city and have gathered in 
this community. 1972 Operation Friendship, a 
Bissell Centre Drop In Centre, was established at 
10628-96 St as part of the work with seniors 
which had been going on for a number of years, 
and in that same year a grant was awarded which 
enabled the opening of the Child Care at Bissell 
Centre. 


During the 1980's work at the Centre with peo- | 
ple on low incomes continued to grow. In 1989, 
the Centre moved into a renovated warehouse a 
few blocks north. This building gave more room 
for programs and services to be delivered and 
allowed the program which offered services to 
women to be housed with the other programs. 
The Bissell Annex which had been used as a Men’s 
Centre, a seniors’ Drop In and latterly a Women’s 
Centre was demolished and on its site, the new 
Boyle McCauley Health Centre was erected. 
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up and we move, on well aware that at this juncture the road narrows and we become part of the same intensity oth- 


Z 
& Photos: PF de Vos, Jr. 


again into the metal basket so that the gate goes 


A Quick Guide to Bissell Services and Programs 


Bissell Centre’s Services are available to anyone who 
needs assistance. Our focus is the inner city communi- 
ty, but services are also delivered to the wider Edmonton 
community. 


Our Voice, the street magazine is published and distrib- 
uted by the Bissell Centre. This monthly publication 
provides people with jobs, a place to contribute and a 
community to thrive in. Our Voice vendors write for the 
magazine and play key roles in editorial and operational 
decisions. Our Voice is a strong voice for the poor and 
for social justice in the city. Our Voice is trying to go 
beyond the rhetoric of 
empowerment. 


Emergency Services 
include assistance with 


BIRTHOAY PARTY 


clothing, household | aaa. 


goods and food ham- 
pers. Food hampers 
are only available to 
inner city residents 
who have children 
under the age of 18 |= 
living at home. 
Vouchers fro clothing 
and household goods 
are also available and 
are redeemable at T.E. 
Bissell’s Thrift Shoppe. 


One-to-One Support 
assists you to find solu- 
tions to problems. This 
includes problems 
with SFI, AISH and 
other government pro- 
grams. Assistance is 
available on a short or 
long term basis. 


Thrift Stores give you 
the opportunity to 
purchase new and 
used clothing and 
household goods at 
very low prices. 


Independent Living 
Support helps people who have severe persistent men- 
tal health problems live independently in the communi- 


ty. 


Family Support for expectant mothers and parents of 
young children is offered both at the Centre and in the 
family’s home. Support and help with formula, diapers 
and baby items are available. 


Well Communities — Well Families offers special support 
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BISSELL TODAY 


to women at risk of having a child with Fetal Alcohol 
Syndrome. Opportunities are also available for people 
to participate in education and awareness related to FAS. 


Child Care is offered for one day each week at no cost 
to parents. Children are well cared for in a stimulating 
environment while you attend other Bissell programs or 
attend to personal needs. 


Adult Programs offer opportunities for personal growth. 
These are held in the adult Drop-ins, through recreation- 
al programs and special events. Educational, recreation- 
al and group support programs will help you network, 
form your own social groups and learn new skills. 
Coffee and snacks are served daily in the Drop-in. 
Lunch is served to women on Tuesdays and Fridays at 
noon. Local telephone service is provided free of charge 
in the Drop-in. 


Personal Hygeine facilities are available in the Drop In. 
Showers and laundry facilities can be used. Toiletries are 
given out free of charge. Haircutting and other personal 
care is available by appointment. 


Activities for 
Children are held 
after-school and 
daily during July 
NO CHARGE - Aut WELCOME =| and =— August. 
Outings and other 
AM: — CREBRATION SERVICE events offered 
12:30-5- LUNCH, COOKING CONTESTS, free of charge 

__ HILDREN'S ACIWITIES, HISTORICAL) give children the 


DISAAYS. AND MORE 


SUNDAY, NOV STH @ 
BISSELL CENTRE (10527-96ST) 


opportunity t 
experience new 
things and make 
new friends. 


Moonlight Bay 
Camp on Lake Wabamun is 
the setting for week long 
summer camps for families, 
children and adults who par- 
ticipate in other programs at 
Bissell Centre. Each Camp 
has its own special programs. 
Day camps are also offered 
for people who do not wish 
to stay overnight. 
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The Casual Labour Office 
provides employment by 
putting workers in touch 
with employers. Workers 
must register with the pro- 
gram to be eligible to work. 
Some pre-employment train- 
ing is available, work clothes 
are given out when available, 
and assistance with resume 
preparation is offered. 


Volunteers are a vital part of our success. People who 
use our services are encouraged to use their skills by vol- 
unteering. This is an opportunity to learn both work 
and life skills. 


The Inner City Pastoral Ministry holds a church service 
at 11 am every Sunday, followed by lunch. it reaches 
for the spirit and blesses the weary souls that walk the 
streets. 


YARD WORK 
SPRING CLEANING 


No placement, adminstration, or broker fees. 
Workers are availble to work 24 hrs a day. 
7 days a week 


(Appointments made within work hrs.) 


AVERAGE HOURLY RATE - $7.00 


Bissell Centre's 
Casual Labour Office 
424-4385 


Office Hours: Mon-Thur 7am-2pm 
Frid 7am-noon 
No fee job placement service 


CALL 424-4385 


Operated on a non-profit basis 


8818-118 Avenue 
9-9 Monday-Friday 
9-6 Saturday 
12-5 Sunday 


We've got the best quality at the best prices. NO G.S.T.! 
We are 100% non-profit and locally owned 


Southside Store 9232 34 Ave 


icpm 


INNER CITY ASTORAL MINISTRY 


Rev. Faith Brace Office located at: 


10628 - 96 Street 

Telephone (780) 424-7652 
Fax (780) 431-1578 

email: forace@telusplanet.net 


Mailing Address: 
Box 674, Main Post Office 
Edmonton, AB T5J 2K8 


ers feel even when they roll up their windows and proceed with the tentative resolve of angels approaching earth for the first time (from The Yale Review) 


LOOKING FOR THE CURE 


hile the stated objective of Canadian health care 
Wee is to "protect, promote and restore the 
physical and mental well-being of residents of 
Canada and to facilitate reasonable access to health serv- 
ices without financial or other barriers," the reality is quite 


different. People without financial resources are unable to 
access many parts of the healthcare system. 


There are two major branches of healthcare. Alberta, 
like other regions in western countries, provides what is 
termed "allopathic medicine." This is based on modern 
science and relies upon drugs and surgery to provide 
care. While it is a useful system for dealing with trauma, 
bacterial infections and surgical emergencies, it is not 
very good at providing care that prevents illness. 


The second branch of medicine is called "holistic med- 
icine." This system focuses on the patient as a whole per- 
son (rather than sick body parts) and uses a variety of 
alternative therapies to promote health and prevent ill- 
ness. While more people, including mainstream doctors 
are seeing value in alternative therapies such as massage 
or acupuncture, these therapies are for the most part lim- 
ited to people who are able to pay for them. 


Despite the fact that alternative and preventative care 
is difficult to access for people with low incomes, there 
are some resources available in Edmonton. 


Blue Cross: Subsidization is available for this insurance 
plan. It provides many services not covered by the regu- 
lar healthcare system, like eye care, dental treatment and 
physiotherapy. Contact AB Health Care at 427-1432 for 
subsidy forms and information. 


Chiropractors: Alberta health care covers part of treat- 
ment costs. Some doctors will provide treatment on a 
sliding scale. Contact individual chiropractors. 


Photo: PF de Vos, Jr. 


Mental Health: The public information line provides 
information on how to access services for mental health 
including where to go for treatment for depression, avail- 
able community support groups, and community clinics. 
Contact (toll free): 1 877-303-2642. 


Alternative therapies: Grant MacEwan provides training 
in several alternative health programs. Programs have 
clinics that the public can access for little or no charge. 
Therapy is provided by trained students and supervised 
by an instructor. 


The holistic health program (Reiki, Touch for Health, 
Acupressure, and Herbology) has weekend clinics that 
run at various times of the year. Call Yvonne at 497-5163 


ei it energy industty 15 pipe fitting & flange 


experts 


@ UA LEEUWEN 
PIPE AND TUBE 


2875-64th Ave 
Edmonton, AB 
T6P 1R1 

Ph: (780) 469-7410 
Fax: (780) 466-5970 


%.. Peter Goldring 


— Member of Parliament 


is committed to: 
Better Health Care 
Affordable Housing 
Strong Family Values 
Fair Taxation 
Justice Reform 
Community Safety 
Canadian Unity 


and most of all, serving you, the 
citizens of Edmonton Centre-East 


Pow CANADIAN 
ALLI 


ANADIENNE 


Get Involved! Call 406-5551 


www.petergoldring.ca 


Providing Srernight shelter 
& detoxification services for 


Si P, 7 ‘DY Ei drug & alcohol abuse problems 


S E N T R E Treatment referral available 


For more information, drop by 
10015-105A Ave. 
Edmonton, T5H OM5 


“MP Gets The Job Done” 
EDMONTON JOURNAL - JAN--7, 1999 


“Goldring’s concern for his 
low-income constituents 


is commendable” 
EDMONTON JOURNAL = OCT.11, 2000 


“Goldring has practical ideas” 
“Goldring seems to care 
about inner-city issues” 

Herb Jamieson Centre Residents 
speaking on affordable-housing 
EDMONTON SUN - OCT. 25, 2000 
“T like Goldring’s ideas on 
affordable housing for singles” 
Ron Chalmers, EDMONTON JOURNAL - OCT. 25, 2000 
“One Of The Most Effective 


Opposition MPs” 
EDMONTON JOURNAL - JAN. 7, 1999 


for bookings. 


The massage therapy program provides free therapeutic 
massage from January to May. Clients must sign up for 5 
sessions. Relaxation massage is provided in May and June 
for $10 per session. Call 497-4121. 


The acupuncture program provides clinics five days per 
week from September to June. Call 497-4610 for 
appointment bookings. 


Acupuncture is also offered at the Boyle McCauley 
Health clinic on Tuesday evenings. Priority is given to 
clients of the clinic. 


Rebecca Lippiatt-Long 


bresigateetts, 59 


eee 
“Check “out OV. fonts 


www. bissell. org/ourvoice 


MARTIN 


An excellent representative for your community 
An effective spokesperson for hardworking people 


DON'T let the Liberals or the Alliance tell you 
they are your only choices. YOU HAVE A CHOICE. 


RAY MARTIN and 
the NEW DEMOCRATS 
are here for you! 


Authorized by Brenda Kuzio, 
Official Agent for Ray Martin 


by Valerie Lawrence 


= awake to the sound of a sharp click. Instinctively | know 
| have only a few minutes to get dressed, put my shoes 
on and grab the breakfast tray. The meal itself isn’t 


worth the effort | take or the rush of it all. | look quickly, 
briefly at everyone else in line, making sure my look does- 
n't linger directly on any one inmate. It’s just too early. | 
don’t want to look outside at the beautiful morning, but | 
make a conscious effort to do so. A lot of things cross my 
mind, but | push the thoughts away as fast as | glance 
away. 


Breakfast is tasteless but | know it’s the only food 1'll Sy a OB 


Vane 


get. | try to eat the dry, burnt toast, until my hunger is 7 


| 
fulfilled a little. The coffee is a treat of the morning. 2 
Another click of the cell door. "Return your trays." All the 
girls grudgingly begin to clean their cells. | make an effort 
to do a decent job because | don’t want to be singled out 
when the guards do their checks. It’s not a good way to 
begin a day. 

I'm feeling exhausted from a restless sleep the night 
before, but | always sit at the table where | can see every- 
one’s cell, and everyone, so | know what's going on. 
Throughout the day | watch their body language, how 
they speak. When | walk up to the phone or to the library 
| make a mental note to walk neither too aggressive nor 
too weakly. | have no choice but to carry myself in this 
manner. It’s my safety. | speak if I’m spoken to, but | 
never initiate a conversation--another head game | play 
with the others so they view me a certain way. | look for- 
ward to the 11 to 1 lock up. At least | can be alone with 
my defenses down. Then | sit and chain smoke to release 
the edge I’ve built up. 


| want to feel. | want to cry and cry, but | can’t show 
any sign of weakness here. So | close my eyes, and stifle 
my true feelings. | shake off the hurt and think of the 
here and now. | try to read, my eyes scanning the words 
but my head doesn’t register what my eyes are reading. | 
have no concentration. 


Lunch is announced. The food has an old, stale, clini- 


cal aura about it. stensobicinicciiaiaiiaes m: 
Mid afternoon. The phones are busy. | linger around [EE ht D Yi) — 
: a " 5 Z ; Tre 
so my presence is known. When | speak out on my need + 2g # cna 


to use the phone, the directness of my comment has an 
impact. | can see in their eyes. At that moment, | feel 


felyan ionic Yany fey Hin x * 


superior to the two girls using the phones. If any con- Illustration: PF de Vos, Jr; Photo (top left) Ophelia 
flict arose | know I’d have the upper hand, so | feel no From Notes on a Prison Wall 
fear. One less thing to worry about. by Nicholas Catanoy 

Lock up time is 4:00 — 6:00 p.m. | sit, thinking surface STU D bE NT L EGA L 
thoughts. |’m totally aware now because | have shaken Dumbfounded that the sun and I can 
off the tiredness | felt all day. A thought crosses my mind: exist together in the same cell SE RVIC ES O F 
only 4 more hours, then I’m.alone again. . 

There are all types of people in here, all with different The mind dances with itself but only E DM O NTO N 
stories and experiences. It doesn’t take much for your 3 pea 

: ; ; the dance is sure 
mind to wander, but it must be stopped. | have to stay in 3 
the present, be on top of what and who's around me. ae A FREE Service provided by U of A Law Students 
It's for my own good to survive without confrontations. My arms tire pretending to be wings 

There's a line up for clean laundry every night around 3 : 
9:00. How you’re treated by the laundry person and Today, I eat my usual diet of shadows ie 
cleaner carries weight. It affects your status. | receive the id Services include: 
jeans | want and tee shirt on the right size. ia ae ee in Provincial Court and before tribunals with 

: : regard to: 

After laundry the time goes quickly, maybe because * 
the time alone in my cell is all | hang on to, even though Red rifles, green uniforms, white © Debt/Collection Agencies @ Do Your Own Divorce 
| have no comforts there what so ever. wabice @ Landlord ead Tenant Clinics 

This is what a day in jail is like through my eyes. And * disputes @ Summary Conviction 
each day is the same. The conversations may be different, Siow SG? eects to oat @ Student Finance Appeals Criminal Offences 
but the day is the same from the moment when | awake. @ Student Appeals @ Driving Offences 


: @ Social Service Appeals @ Speak to Sentence 
@ Employment/Wrongful @ Trials 


PH: (780) 454-0884 | fa Dismissal 
~_ ee o lurana Exploring Alternatives with And More! 
pte i seis cet 3 SHELTER Victims of Family Violence 
LAVIOLETTE  miarreneameme Located onUofA e@ee A Free Service 
: Campus at Emily TT Provided by 
ENGINEERING LTD. EH 11035-92 Street Ph: (780) 422-7263 Murphy House U of A Law 
Consulting Engineers “a =6 Edmonton, AB (780) 424-6872 Call 492-2226 Students* 


1) 


For More Information * Income Guidelines in Effect 
10973 - 138 Street 


Edmonton, AB, T5M 1P3 Helping People Help Themselves 


was invisible. He wasn’t. Security Ny Roy Romanov, 


eer O00 K} A ul i THE q SA I LY ANNE cameras were in place and the inci- : Sn 


dent was captured on videotape. A 


humourous situation, if not a tense oa Riverdale 
n july 1999, the Salvation Army in point to respect and appreciate where one, occurred during a childrens Pas [306] 244-3555 
| Saksatodn centralized Social Services a person is at that particular moment Story in a chapel service. A woman, oo ' 
offices. The services include an_ in their lives. high on substances, came up from the Fai lees 
addiction unit, a halfway house for congregation. She pushed aside the ral ye 4 — 


federal offend- sesicees story teller and 
ers, family serv- ee Soe . started to tell 
ices office, the children her 
church services, story of person- 
a public dining al sins she had 
hall & a resi- committed in 
dential or men's her lifetime. 
hostel. In a time One of the 
of crisis the joys of the job is 
Salvation Army when someone 
in Saskatoon | goes through 
will put families rehab and stays 
in a hotel room straight and 
and will sober. Another 
respond to joy is helping 
major fires pro- S people make 
viding any assis- ms positive 
tance they can. changes in their 
The day to life and seeing 
day experience them maintain 
of a Salvation those changes. 
Army officer has its own unique One of the strangest situations Ron Murdock 
adventures. The challenge is to stay encountered by the staff was a 350 
motivated to help. Staff make it a pound male streaker who thought he 


Check Out OV online: 


www.bissellcentre.org/ourvoice 


Pat Atkinson, 
MLA, Saskatoon, 
Nutana, 

[306] 664-6101 


Janice Mackinnon a= 
MLA, Saskatoon, # 
Idylwyld 

[306] 244-3555 
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| Peter Prebble, 
MLA, Saskatoon, 
Greystone, 
[306] 651-2240 


Chris Axworthy, 
MLA, Saskatoon, 
Fairview, 

[306] 651-3801 


NDP MLAs welcome "Our Voice" 
to the streetcorners of Saskatoon 


_"Phe-tirst duty of an MP. is to 


ee Op este Sapna: 
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a) 7) 7.) represent constituents. 
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KILGOUR 


working for all of us in 


"Walking today for 
Edmonton Southeast 


generations to come" 


me Putting people first “One of Canada's 

Improving health care best features is our 
health care system 
Lower taxes which is accessible 
Safer communities to all Canadians." 


Fiscal discipline - David Kilgour 


Monday, Nov. 13, 2000 
Edmonton City Hall 


Special Guest Speaker 
Mr. Don Burnstick 


(who stole his jokes from his brother) 


Southeast Edmontonians overwhelmingly say health care is 
their most important concern. 


9 AM: Metis flag raising to kick off Metis Week 

10 AM: Grand entry to kick off National Addictions 
Awareness Week. 
Entertainment by Saskatchewan Little Pine 
Drummers, Edmonton Metis Cultural Dancers 
& O'Kesico Children's Traditional Dancers 

11 AM: Walk & Rally to Sacred Heart Church 

12 AM: Lunch at Sacred Heart Church Basement 


We must preserve the publicly administered health system 


| 


¢ We must build on the recently approved health agreements 
between federal and provincial governments. 


Campaign Office: 6136-28 Ave. Please Vote 


; Ph: 466-8100 Fax: 485-0218 on Nov. 27th 
For more information call Darlene Auger at: Email: ian @ kil 2000 ; 
(780) 460-4304 mail: Canary ilgour. .com tell iberal 
www.kilgour2000.com Edmonton Southeast 


Authorized by Ken Shields, Official Agent for David Kilgour Campaign 


GOOD-BYE BISSELL'S ROSE 


things must come to an end." And that’s exactly 


Fics: is aware of the old adage, "All good 
how the staff and vendors of Our Voice Magazine 


feel about the recent departure of Travis Branter, Our 


Voice Distribution Coordinator. 


After working at Bissell Centre’s Our Voice 
Distribution office for a nine-month period, our 
morally supportive and well-liked Coordinator left his 
duties officially on October 27th. 


Travis would like to pursue a long held dream of 
one day establishing an Aboriginal youth rehabilita- 
tion centre that will offer a variety of recovery servic- 
es. The extensive format will include a drug and alco- 
hol treatment centre, a spiritual healing program, and 
an array of recreational programs. 


Travis speaks from personal experience and feels he 
can have some social impact in helping teens, who 
are a reflection of what he once was, as a troubled 
addict who dropped out of school in the ninth grade. 


The good-looking, firmly built 6 ‘ 1", 250 pounder, 
of half native Ojibwa descent, differs from the trou- 
bled young man who once traveled around the coun- 
try struggling to find employment, and his inner self. 


Travis says, "] was looking for employment. | was 
looking for myself. | was a lost soul struggling 
through a life. | was almost like a gypsy. | never set- 
tled in one place. | just wanted to continue to move." 


At 32, Travis encountered a young Native lady in 
his travels. She invited him to a Native Healing Circle, 
a wonderful experience that would eventually lead 
him onto a successful road to sobriety. 


At the same time Travis also found cultural harmony 


LP 


cine tration - 
North Door 3rd Floor 


0 PM Monday 


830 AM - 
4:3 ~ Friday 


Clothing Dropeori 
8818 - 118 Ave . 


9232- te 


Johnny Z & Travy B 


integrating into his Native culture for the first time. 
Travis takes pride in his Ojibwa Native Ancestry in learn- 
ing the Native way. "It is incredible and the process is a 


continuing learning experience." He says. 


The former Distribution Coordinator has a long 
list of accomplishments to his credit, including a 
Certificate in Community Addictions Training, a 
Certificate. in Advanced Counseling Training, and his 
current status as a Certified Native Addictions 
Worker. 


Travis says, "We will also hope to take the children 
into sweat lodges and healing circles, using the 
medicine wheel and the awareness wheel. Doing a 
lot of Native hiking and fishing. Showing them that 
earth is better that drugs." 


We at Our Voice The Spare Change Magazine 
wish Travis Branter the best of success in his new 
venture in establishing his multi-rehabilitation centre 
for young Native teens. 


He will certainly be missed by many Our Voice 
vendors and staff. "So long Bro. Hate to see you 
go...and please keep in touch!" 


John Zapantis 
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CANADIAN 


LLIANCE 


The Canadian Alliance will remove 1.4 million low-income 


Canadians from the tax roll. 


The Canadian Alliance will guarantee stable, long-term 
funding for health care and ensure that modern health © 
care services are available to all Canadians regardless 


of their financial situation. 


The Canadian Alliance will end corporate welfare and 
focus on providing assistance and opportunity to those 


who truly need it. 


It's Time for Change 
Re-Elect Rahim Jaffer 
on November 27th 


For more information, contact: 


Campaign to Re-Elect 
Rahim Jaffer 

6515 - 104 Street 

Ph: (780)430-4590 


NAME 


CITY 


HELP | & aslard eed. 


MAKE A DIFFERENCE 


The Mustard Seed is once again offering Christmas 
Angel Candles. Use them as gifts or treat yourself. 
This year you will receive two white snowflake can- 
dies: one the usual star shape with a pewter ange! 
and the second smaller glow candle with a snowflake '——————~ 


charm. Both are being sold as a set for $15.00. Help ->———— 
The Mustard Seed help the less fortunate this ; 
Christmas and throughout the following cold winter ash 
months. To receive your Angel CAndles, fill in the | AAC 


Order Form below and together with a cheque mail it 
to The Mustard Seed (or pay by Mastercard or Visa). 


IF YOU COULD HELP BY SELLING A BOX OF CANDLES AT YOUR 
WORK OR CHURCH PLEASE CALL LES WESTWOOD AT 426-560. 


Order Form: 


ADDRESS 


POSTAL CODE 
PAYMENT BY CHEQUE MASTERCARD 


CARD NUMBER 


SETS OF CANDLES 


x $15 SET $ 
SHIPPING $& HANDLING $ 
$ 


TOTAL ENCLOSED 
VISA 
EXPIRY DATE 


SIGNATURE 


Fax: (780)430-4780 
jaffer@ canadianalliance.ca 
www.canadianalliance.ca 


— - 
Voice 
=> 


MAILING ADDRESS: The Mustard Seed 
BOx 1842 Main Post Office 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2P2 


LIVIN 


by Bruce Fox 


he man shrunk farther into his 
‘Tits jacket. The wind whipped 

and snarled at him as if it had a 
personal grudge against him. God 
knows life sure as hell did. A man stag- 
gered towards him as he turned the 
corner onto Church Street. In a sec- 
ond he assessed the man approaching 
him. Threat? No, just some 
poor bastard staggering home 
after drinking a few too many. 
Same old shit. He walked past 
the man and walked into the 
Mission on the corner, enjoying 
the blast of warm air as he 
opened the door. It was 
Thursday night, day old bread 
night at the Mission, and he 
wasn’t in the position to pass 
up on free bread. Besides, it 
was still a week from cheque 
day. 

He made his way past the 
crush of people lined up for fi 
soup, and could hear some 
church group — singing, 
"Amazing Grace," in the other 
room. He slipped past the last 
of the people and entered the 
room where the garbage bags 
full of baked goods stood. He 
rooted through the bags and 
low and behold, four packages 
of cheesy croissants. "Living 
jlarge," he thought to himself as he 


of Dutch Crunch and sun dried toma- 
to bread - excellent if toasted. 


He scooted past the line up and 
stepped into the cold, hearing curses 


as the door slammed shut with the 
wind. He could have stayed in the 
Mission and had some hot soup but 
he couldn’t deal with all those people 


otis 


more 


For 


LARGE 


crammed in a tight space. Christ, any- 
time he walked through a shopping 
mall, he had to suppress the urge to 
yell, "Get the fuck out of my space, 
you fucking’ assholes," and that 
wouldn’t be good — not a damn bit. 


He made his way home down 
Church Street, cursing the cold. He 
caught Judy (if that was her real 


OV: 

Trying to get 
beyond the rhetoric 
of empowerment. 


workin’, don’t ya think?" he said as he 
passed. "Yeah, but | got to make some 
money, you know?" she said through 
her chattering teeth. "Yeah. Well, 
don’t freeze off anything important", 
he mumbled as he turned the corner. 
Judy was a good girl. Sure she 
worked, but she had a kid to feed and 


ittle bloody cold to be 


she felt this was the only way she 
could do it and he knew he wasn’t in 
any position to judge her. He wasn’t 
God. 


But those ignorant motherfuckers 
he worked with thought they were 
God all right; calling these women 
whores, skanks and worse. What the 
fuck did they know! Fuck all, that’s 
what. 


He walked around to the front of 
the building, digging in his pocket for 
his keys, when some guy walked up to 
him. Threat? The guy looked him up 
and down and asked, "You want a 
blow job?" No. Not a threat. 
Just some lonely fag looking 
for company. "Ahh, no thanks 
buddy. I’m not into that 
thing." He watched as the 
man shrugged and watked 
away. 


"Jesus Murphy, why me?" 
he said to himself as he stuck 
the key in the lock. He walked 
up the stairs to his floor. He 
could hear what sounded like 
B} a fight in one of the rooms 
and as he walked down the 
hallway, a guy with a bleed- 
ing nose and fat lip staggered 
past. Minor. 


He opened the door to his 
room and stepped inside. It 
was a large room for the 
inner city, yeah it was down- 
right palatial. It was about 
twelve feet by nine, had a sin- 
gle bed (the mattress looked 
like it was stolen from the 


hostel), a hot plate, fridge, 


ONES. \ 

: are the bat 
room. And the ren! The view was 
fucking spectacular. You could either 
see brick wall or brick wall smothered 
in pigeon crap. So many choices. 


(to be continued) 


info call 414-1052 


www.globalvisionsfestival.com 


24 HOUR CRISIS CARE NURSERY 


Fir Street 
BOTTLE DEPOT 


Fast - clean - friendly - indoor facility 


Timothy Mastel-Marr, Owner 


#201, 979 -Fir Street 
y Sherwood Park, AB., T8A 4N5 
Ph: (780) 449-4401 


We specialize in bottle drives. Home pickups available 


The 10 000 health care providers represented by the 
Health Sciences Association of Alberta welcomes the 
opportunity to work together to promote healthy 
lifestyle choices in the community 


HEALTH SCIENCES ASSOCIATION 
OF ALBERTA 


Working to Keep Your 
Health in Good Hands 


10212-112 Street 
Phone (780) 488-0168 
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1M4 
Toll Free 1-800-252-7904 
Fax (780) 488-0534 
Web site: www.hsaa-alberta.org 
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“Encouraging all children 
to value their education 
and continve to work 
hard for a better future!” 


EMERGENCY CARE FOR CHILDREN 
0 TO 10 YEARS WHOSE FAMILIES 
ARE IN CRISIS SITUATIONS 

FOLLOW-UE 


COUN SE 
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Punks For Poverty 


406 


Broken Nose 

We Kick Ass 

Impared 

Bunch of drunk losers 

Money Shots 
} Puking Punks 

Bogue 

Smoke Pot/Skate 

Never the less 
Down for the Count 
Runik 


NOV. 10th 
EASTWOOD HALL 
1803-86 St. 


and special guests 


Tickets Available @ Hexed/free cloud 
and PIA 10306-95 St 

36 Adv & $8 © the door 
Beer=Pizza~Bands 

What more do you want? 


A fundraiser for: POVERTY IN ACTION 


: 
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Building a 
Post-Corporate 


Society. How-to Guide for Citizens i 


November 17th-19th, 2000 
Tory Lecture Theatres, University of Alberta 


oa 


Featuring Keynote speaker 


Tony Clarke 


Confronting McWorld: 

Pathways to a 

| Post-Corporate Society 

Author of numerous books on issues affecting Canadian 
sovereignty and Director of the Polaris Institute. 


| 
| 


Lethbridge Calgary Edmonton 
Thursday, November 16th Thursday, November 16th Friday, November 17th 
12:00-1:00 7:30-9:30 7:30-9:30 


2 
The Southern Alberta Council 


on Public Affairs 


On Saturday, November 18th you are invited to the Conference Latin Dance Party 


IBASTANAFTA! = ss, 


8:00 PM @ Old Strathcona Bus Barns — ORQUESTA ENERGIA 


JA Matheson Equities, 
BUSINESS LISTINGS 11914-129 Ave, Edmonton, #2300,10155-102 St. 


Panama Enterprises (1990) Inc TSE ONS, Ph. 455-6688 
11217-154 St, Edmonton, AB 


T5M 1X8, Ph. 452-5727 Mayo Industrial & Auto Sales 
10538-115 St, Edmonton, AB 


Cheryl Anne LiebermanTypographics | _T5H 3K6, Ph. 426-2870 
#315, 10113-104St, Edmonton, 


T5J 1A1, Ph. 428-0830 Getty Denture Clinic 

#102, 10025-106 St. 
Continental Inn Edmonton, AB, T5J ON3 
16625 Stony Pi. Rd., Edmonton AB Ph. 422-8758 


TSP 4A8, Ph. 484-7751 


SOLUTIONS TO 
OCT CROSSWORD 
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REE BI LINIGIO} 
LON) 
PPLAINIT| 
REE PALL | 
3 ae 
EIDITITIS| 
Baas & 
i WHALEN TE | 


CTO IMEE | 
H B LE | 
LREOLS TY | ELOUUTAIL! 
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Edmonton - Strathcona 
aa _ A es 


As your M.P. for Edmonton Strathcona, 
I will work to: 


Protect and strengthen Medicare by providing 
stable funding, as well as funding home care 
and prescription drug programs — a family’s 
health should not depend on a family’s 
wealth 


3 \ ie Increase federal funding for education to 
SF oy ; ensure that students no longer graduate 
‘ burdened with crushing student loans 


Tickets for Tony Clarke's talk only, available at: . = Foster public participation and government 
Orlando Books, Audrey's books, Earth General Store ws Ha accountability for important decisions 
or charge by phone: (780) 492-8558 ‘ : affecting the environment 

: = Promote human rights to ensure al// 
Canadians are treated equally 
For more information or to register, contact: 


Authorized by Stephen Crocker, Official Agent for Héléne Narayana 


Parkland Institute 
11045 Saskatchewan Drive 
Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2E1 
Phone: (780) 492-8558 
amp E-Mail: parkland@ualberta.ca 
INSTITUTE — www,Ualberta.ca/parkland 


media sponsors 


RBC Dominion Securities 


Edmonton, AB T5J 2P4 
Ph. 944-8851 


ANADIAN 


ALLIANCE 


ANADIENNE 


Deborah Grey Campaign Headquarters 
12544-137 Ave, Edmonton, AB, T5L 4Y5 


For additonal information please call: 


TT 
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Ph: (780) 496-9085 
Fax:{780) 495-8410 
E-mail: deb @debgray.com 


4 a 
C|S i Bm) www.debgrey.com 


f M 8 § | j A community based, volunteer 
ri AS organization which provides literacy 


development to adults & families. 
Our activities enhance 
community participation and 
quality of life. 


Toe 


eas 


9913-108 Ave, 
Edmonton, AB, T5H 1A5 
Ph: 421-7323 (421-READ) 


iy 


I've been vending Our Voice The Spare Change Magazine 
8818 - 118 Ave since December 9 1996. 


Q02) jas ' | enjoy vending now more than ever and recently met 

92 bY en 4 A the woman of my dreams, who’s had an immense social 

1OAM-8 > impact on my life- especially on my attitude. Her name is 

; z Chi Chi Ostare. She periodically stands by my side when 

9AM - 4:3 I'’m vending the Our Voice on 101 Street and Jasper 
; E Avenue. 


just Christmas 2000! 


A Global Crafts Marketplace 
November 17 & 18 at 

The Prince of Wales Armoutries 
10440 — 108A Avenue 


Friday Nov. 17 / 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. 
Saturday Nov. 18 / 9:30 - 4:30 p.m. = shine 
12 PX \ | also consider my new girlfriend to be my best friend 

’ and key adviser. She’s had an emotional impact on how | 
should let the ignorance of others go in one ear and out 
the other. 


For more information 
please call: 474-6058 or 
E-mail: leocamposa@aol.com 


Chi Chi and | are planning on getting mar- 
ried on August 4th, 2001. That's 
when | plan on officially calling it 
quits as an Our Voice vendor, so 
that | can work on being a full- 
time lover — instead of a fighter! 


Just Christmas 
(from “justice at Christmas") is an 
alternative global marketplace 

for quality crafts and other goods. 


Market participants are philanthropic 
not - for - profit organizations wnose 
mandate is to foster global awareness 
and to support international 
development projects. 


EVERY Vendor Name 
Authorized vendor Number 
has a BADGE! ‘ay Authorized by 


OUR VOICE VENDOR’S 


= ™ CODE 
Voice * | will be sober at all times while working. 


* | will be polite to all members of the public. 
* | will vend only in areas that are authorized. 


Admission if free — but - 
donations are welcomed. 


CITIZEN OF THE MONTH 
Cec Garfin 


MICHELLE FRASER 


skills. 


Michelle lives by Congratulations Michelle for a job well done, and 
her favorite say- keep up the good work. 

ing, "get involved 
and have fun." 
She is 24 years 
old and a mother 
of 2. Four years 
ago she came to Every month in Our Voice, we will be featuring 
Edmonton from 
Prince George, 
B.C. lives or in their careers to make a difference in the 


someone who has gone the extra kilometre in their 


Her first involve- lives of those who are less fortunate. The Citizen of 
ment in the city 
was as a helper 
with (CIA) the Garneau Cafe Mosaics on Whyte Avenue. 


Community 


the Month will receive a dinner for two courtesy of 


Involved Adolescents. In May 1999 she got 
Alberta's Used Parts Specialists involved with JPGF (Jasper place Gateway had ‘Meosaics 
- = Foundation) and became the coordinator of the e 
Truck & Auto _ Our Voice 


Rainbow Rides Program in which adults or kids can 
borrow a bicycle free of charge for a day or more. 
In May of this year she became JPGF’s Office 
Coordinators’ Assistant. She gets people involved 
in community programs and helps them with life 


Domestic & Foreign 


Call 452-6470 


Magazine and Café 
." Mosaics’ 
> Citizen of the Month 


i ROBERT p P. CHRISTENSEN PROFESSIONAL CORPORAT 10N 
Barristers and Solicitors se 
11450-124 Street 
Edmonton, AB 


Manufacturing Inc. 
"Your one stop cushion 
shop" 


Electronic Heat Sealing # Quality Wheelchair 
Upholstery Cushions and Accessories Z 
1911-91 Avenue (780)464-2856 


Edmonton, AB Fax (780)464-6247 
T6P 1W2 | 800 661-6247 


Robert P. Christensen 
Russell R. Wilkinson 


Phone: 454-0387 Fax: 454-0389 


General Practise of Law 


uf ‘SOA ap 4d 703044 


24889559 


14530 - 118 Avenue 


Edmonton, AB T5L 2M8 
info@sparkprintwear.com 
\ 


=~ 4 


Gall Spark 
for your 
t—shirts, 
graphics, 
hoodies, 

embroidery, 

hats, crests, 

sweat pants, 
banners, 
and more! 


REAL JUSTICE! !!! 
t Witl create. a-Canadian 


al Society that will cancel the 


dangerous gap between the very 
rich and the rest of us. 


REAL FREEDOM! !!! 


Control the impact of the USA 
on Canadian policy forced on 
us by the signing of the Free 
Trade Agreement, “Covered 

the World Trade Organization. 
a vicious group controlled. by 
the powerful multi-nationals. 


REAL HEALTH! !!! 


Eliminate healthcare premiums. 
Health Care that is covered by 
taxation. Health care that is 
free and easy for everyone. 


REAL WEALTH! !!! 


Guaranteed Annual Income. 
Support for small business not 
for multi-nationals. The real 
wealth is the sweat of our 
brothers and sisters. 


LET'S MAKE CANADA 
THE ENVY OF THE WORLD 


Campaign Headquarters: 
Ph: 428-4001 


